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MOST thoughtful Amerxcans
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_we imagine, recognize that the
’.-f nature of the world in today’s
! Thermonuclear Age dictates that
; this nation operate a large, secret
“ agency devoted to the extensive
+ collection and analysis of foreign

¥ intelligence. National security and

; be done.
: Still, the uncomfortable feeling
z persmts that such covert activity
is'somehow incompatible with the
democratlc principles of an open
4 soclety such as ours. '
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IT MAY BE of some comfort
~to know that those who run
- America’s foreign intelligence net-
_:"w_ork acknowledge that incongru-
: lty, and say they wish such work
were not necessary, although they
" are deeply convmced of course,
that it is.

1 self-preservation demand that this
i
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:Richard Helms, dlrector of the o

US Cegtral Intell;éence Agegcy,
] ! said as much in a recent speech

. 'm ‘Washington to the American

: i Society of Newspaper Editors. The
}CIA’s leaders, he said, “under-
i stand as well as anyone the dif-

ficulties and the contradictions of
conducting foreign intelligence
operations on behalf of a free so-
ciety.” Mr. Helms acknowledged
-that he had no “easy answer to
- the objections raised by those who
- patible with democratic princi-

- ples.”

But since the essentlal need for
secrecy ' precludes the CIA’s go-
ing into its myriad operations in
detail with the public, about all it
can do to assuage the public’s
misgivings is to ask the citizenry
‘to accept, on faith, official as-
‘surances that America’s super-
spies are good and honorable men
devoted to her service and unde-
;. sirous of seeing their work dis-
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~-assuring his listeners that the CIA
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consider intelligence work incom- -

~

1

‘wishes “to adapt mtelhgence to
American society, not vice versa. "_
‘Such assurances are ‘worth

_enough — when-added to a dime —

to get you what used to be a
nickel candy-bar. :
But while the U.S. publlc at
present must accept such assur-
ances solely on faith, the U.S. gov-
ernment does not. Contrary to
what some citizens apparently be-
lieve, there is an extensive system
of governmental checks and con-
trols over the CIA’s organization,
operations, plans and budget. As -
noted by Mr. Helms, they include
supervision by such diverse groups
as the National Security Council,’
the President’s Foreign Intelli:
gence Advisory Board, the Office
of Magagement and Budget and -
no fewer than four conaresswnal
commlttees ‘ . .-;
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IT MAY BE that closer super-

~ vision — especially in the area of

ClA-sponsored foreign military
operations and other covert ac-
tivities far removed from pure in-
telligence-gathering — is needed.

It may be that Congress should’

exert greater control over what
our spy agency may and may
not do. But to suggest that the
shadowy CIA today stands apart,
unchecked, its own master, is'
grossly misleading and unfair. '

Somehow the fact of Mr.. A

'Helms’ appearance before the na-

tion’s newspaper editors and his
long (if not detailed) discussion '
of the CIA’s role and responsibili- '
ties is in itself mildly comforting.
A public appearance by such an,
official before a large group of
private citizens would be unheard '
of in practically any other free’
Western nation, let alone a totali-
tarian state. Even in Britain, it
would be unthinkable, since the
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